
Information You Can Literally Take To The 
Bank: 

Asset Management, the EITC and how to 
make your taxes work for you 

What is asset building?: 

Asset building is a way to help citizens move toward greater self-
sufficiency by growing savings and opening long-term bank accounts. 

What will I get from this?: 

The money in these accounts will accumulate interest over time. The longer 
you leave this money in the account, the money will accumulate, making it a 

useful fund for future plans, like college or retirement. 

What sort of accounts could I create?: 

Checking or Savings accounts allow you to withdraw the money relatively 
quickly. But interest rates are low. meaning you won’t make as much money 

over time. 

Certificates of Deposit, or CDs, have a much higher interest rate. However, 
you will need to be sure you won’t need the money. A CD requires the 

money to be deposited for a set amount of time. You will not be able to 
withdraw the money without incurring a serious penalty. 

Money market accounts have a higher interest rate than savings accounts, 
allowing you to withdraw some of the money (up to 3 Checks/month). 

However, there is an account minimum. If you do not maintain a minimum 
balance, you will be charged fines. 

Anything specific I should do?: 

Start early, allowing compounding interest to work in your favor. Make 
regular investments to make saving for your retirement a priority. Correct 

your credit reports to protect your credit rating, and be patient. Don’t 
spend the money and let the investment grow. 


